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I Pſal. A 
3 willi hear what God the Lord will 
3 ſpeak: For he will ſpeak Peace | 
unto his People, and to his Saints; | 


' but let them not turn again to 
Fh. It, 


. 


His Pſalm is of a mixt Nature, viz . Doctrine and Prayer. 
In the firſt Bart the Pſalmiſt ( whoever he was, which is 
uncertain ) petitions Cod to deliver the Church of the Jews 

from their preſent Calamity, by commemorating how 
graciouſly they had been before return'd by the Almighty from the 

Captivity of Babylon. In the other, he excites the People to attend 

their Duty towards God, and to lay aſide their Complaints upon the 

Account of ghoſe Promiſes of Deliverance from their preſent Diſtteſs ; 
which he foretelleth they ſhould find in Jeſus Chriſt, To this end he 
enjoyns them to a twofold Duty, firft to depend upon the ſweet and 
comfortable Promiſes of God the Lord, For he will ſpeak Peace unto his 

People, and to his Saints; ſecondly, not to debarr themſelyes of ſuch in- 1 

comparable Bleſſings by repeating thoſe Offences, for which they were 

{now chaſtiſed; but let them not turn again to Folly, How well the Wil- 
dom of the Church hath inſerted this Pfalm into the Form of Thankſ- 

© giving for the preſent Occaſion, is very viſible in the Inference that 

o naturally redounds from my preſent Subject, I will hear, &c. | 

And that I may the better adapt the Words to my preſent Purpoſt, | 

Iwill enquire, 

| 1. What thoſe Troubles and Diſtreſſes the Jews were at that time 

myolv'd in, and which they are in the Text promis'd to bereliey'd from. . 

2. What that was which the Pſalmiſt reproves in them, as the Cauſe 5 
of their then Miſery; and conſequently of the like Troubles upon any | 

Church or Conſtituted People elſe. 3. What 
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| (4) 
3. What thoſe comfortable 
for their Eacouragement to relinquiſh their former Errors. 
Thus when I have made good what I promis'd, 
by way of Application; and fo conclude. 


Trem, 


t 7piphane building of the Temple; which was interrupted by their Enemies, for 
the Space of forty ſix Years; viz. from the ſecond or third Year after 
their Return, till the ſixth Year of Darius Son of Hyſtapis: And this 
they ground by comparing, Ezra Cap. 4. ver. 2, &c. Gp. 6. ver. 2, &c. 


with the 2d Chap. of St. Johns Goſpel, ver. 20. But there's a third Opi. þ 


nion, that it was their Trouble concerning their Worſhip, and inha- 
biting in Jeruſalem, after the Temple was finiſh'd ; for ſuch were the 
Incurſions of their Enemies upon them, that tho? they had built the 
Temple, yet conld they not manage their ſolemn Worſhip in quiet; 
nor dwell there in Peace, till they had compleated the Walls and 
Gates of the (oy This Notion is grounded upon Neh. Cap. 1. &c. and 
is countenanced by ſome Modern Divines, becauſe it is thought, there 
was no Pſalm, nor any other Scripture written in the time of Anriochu;: 
for Malachs the laſt Prophet and Writer of the old Teſtament, wrote 


| his Prophecy a little before the end of the Perſian Monarc; compare 


his Prophecy with the laſt Chapters of Nehemiah. 

Whatever then it was, It is very plain from the Text, that it was: 
Time of Tumult and Inſurrection, a Time of Broils, either by forreign 
or inteſtine Wars; becauſe the merciful Deliverance promis'd them is 
Peace, I will hear what God the Lord will ſpeak: For he will ſpeak Pease, &c. 
Peace being the only Mercy, that can come in Return of Diſcord, Se- 
dition, or Faction. That it was no ſmall Uneaſineſs in Church 2nd 
State, is plain from the Pſalmiſt's Alluſion, ver. 1. Lord, thou haſt ben 
favourable unto thy Land: Thou haft brought back the Captivity of Fact 
Which denotes this alforeter'd to in theText tobe ſome ſignal Oppreſlion 
by their Enemies, like, tho? not equal to the Babyloniſh Captivity. And 
having thus found their then Trouble, to be ſome ſuch Commotion, it 
will be highly neceffary to enquire into the Cauſe of it, which is m 
next Query, and is decyph in the Text, by the reproachful Deuo- 
mination ef Folly. | 2. The 


Promiſes wore, that were given them 
I ſhall infer ſomething | 


1. What Troubles of the Jews the Text refers to, or when it befel|l F% 
them is not generally concluded; *ſome will have it to be the woefull F 
times of ¶ Antiochus, who moſt cruelly oppreſſed, perſecuted and diffi. þ 
pated the Church of God: And that this Pſalm was then dictated as con. | 
ſolatory to them in their afflicted and lamentable Circumſtances. Others 
| Calvin alſo, think that it befell them, after their Retarn from Babylon, about the Re. 
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(5 
=X 2. The Folly then meant gr hs was no doubt their Sins in general, as 
PE&ppears from the Pfalmiſt's alluding Plea, ver. 2. Thou haſt forgiven the 
iniquity of thy People : Thou haſt covered all their Sin. That Sin indeed is 
| Folly, Oh the exceeding Fooliſhneſs of it! Nothing is more palpable, 
efell Fas may be induc'd both from Scripture and Reaſon, ſuch a Folly, that 
full Js the Sourſe and Original of all our Jarrs, and Contentions, Strife and 
diſi. Diſcord. From whence come Wars and Fightings among you ? Come they net 
con- berce, even of your Laſts that war in your Members? Jam. 4. 1. 
chers Beſides, Sin in general, it is obſery'd that particular Offences, brin 
Re- ¶ upon a Nation or People particular Judgments. And Expoſitors te 
, for us, there was ſomething here, ſome more remarkable Folly. That 
after Woolatry, or ſome ſuch Abomination was crept into the Church at 
that time, either by the Influence of Autiochus, or ſome other way. We 


, &. find an expoſtulating Paragraph, in the Hiſtory of Flavus Foſephus, 


Opi- upbraiding the Jews of their Sins in general, but particularly of their 
oha- Ambition, Sedition and Faction, as the Cauſe of God's permitting the 
the Romans, to come upon them, and ſubdue them. The Words run thus, 
t the © From what Epocha cas we date our ſlavery, but from our own Se- 
uiet; “ ditions; when the Factions of Ariſtobulus and Hyrcanus, in the Heat 
and of Ambition, whether ſhould get uppermoſt, brought Pompey into 
. and the City, and made the Jews Slaves to the Romans? We are none 
there of us ignorant what became of Aytigonus the Son of Ariftobulus, under 
"chu; © © whoſe Government, the Jews were puniſh'd with a ſecond judicial 
vrote “ Captivity, for the People's Sins. Did not Herod beſiege Feruſalem, 
4 with the Aſſiſtance of Socius a Roman General; and after ſix Months 
reduce and rifle the Place, as a juft Judgment from Heaven, for the 
Iniquities of the Jews? 
Ambition and Coveteouſneſs are, and ever have been, in all Ages prin- 
cipal Sticklers in all Diſtractions of the Church. And we have had here- 


8 © tions of the Bifhops were gaped after, not by Lay Brethren only, but 
| © by the Presbyters and Miniſters of the Church alſo: And as he in Plu- 
| © farch, ſeeing his own Name unexpectedly among the Poſtſcripts, and 

* conſequently 8 ſome ſudden Death, cries out aloud, that it 
was his fine Gardens, and his Country Houſe which brought that fatal 
* end upon him; ſo might the Biſhops alſo ſay, that it was their fair 
+ Houſes, and their goodly GE which expos'd them to the com- 

3 | N 


© tofore in our own, a particular *Inſtance ; which I ſhall repeat in the * 7 the 
Words of a true Church-man, and a learned Writer. With what gi 
Aunſatiable Coveteouſneſs (ſaith he) the Poſſeſſions, Lands and Juriſdi- , 


Reign. 


& mon 


Queen | 
Elizabeth's } 


Solan. 
r 


> . to, 


| (6) EIT 
« wen Envy, and In the Concluſion facrificed them to 

yy | 
% pine; tho' a Zeal to God's Glory, the Purlty of the Ordinances, and 
© the Church's Peace were the Pr 
« ſerves) it was the Churches Goods, not its Good, they moſt gaped 


&« after; and to this they were 1 and animated by their Lay | 
ome of the Scottiſh Writers ſay of | 
have crucihed Chriſt himſelf to have had his 


« Patrons; Many of which (as 

ce theirs) wou 

& Garments. 
From what hath been ſaid we may reaſonably induce, that Sin ia 


general, but eſpecially that of Hereſy and Schiſm, Ambition and Co. #0 


veteouſneſs are reprov'd in the Text, as the Cauſe of Miſery and 
Trouble to any Church and State: And as theſe ordinarily, breed Strife 
and Animoſities ; which conſequently end in Wars and Diſtreſſes; ſo 


to be free from ſuch, is highly encourag'd by the Text, to be unto | 


them, the ready way to obtain moſt eminent Bleſſings both Spiritual 
and Temporal, and what they are, I am next to ſhew, which is my 
third and laſt General. 

3. The Mercies promis'd in return of the. Diſtreſſes the Jewiſh Church 
was then in, we find is implied in the Word Peace. He ſhall ſpeat 
Peace, &c. And this is twofold, either the external and temporal 
Peace of the Church, or the inward and ſpiritual Peace of her Saints. 

Firſt, there's 23 a Deliverance from their preſent Troubles, 
and Sorrow, and inſtead, or in Return thereof, all Confluences of Proſ- 
perity, in the right Eſtabliſhing and Conſtituting of a Church and Peo- 
ple; and to this Purpoſe, is that myſtical Prediction of the Prophet 

Daniel thought to be, viz. And he ſaid unto me, unto two Thouſand and 
three Hundred Days; then ſhaft the Sanctuary be cleanfed, Dan. 8. 14. That 
this Peace was to conſiſt in all outward Bleſſings, inſomuch that their 
Land ſhould afford ſtore and plenty of all things uſefull for it's Inhabi- 
tants, appears likewiſe from ver. 12 of this Pſalm; Tea, the Lord ſhal 
give that which is good; and our Land ſhall yield ber Increaſe. 

2. As to the inward Peace and Conſolation of the Church, whereby 
(according to Divines) is meant, that incredible, and moſt inſtant joy 
of Mind, when we are freely ſet at Liberty, from all the Terrours of 
Conſcience, and fully perſuaded off, or throughly poſſeſs'd with the 
Favour of God; ſolacing and comforting our Hearts within us: This 
Peace is really and truly the Iſſues of Faith, and has a twofold Ten- 
dency, either as it relates to the many and ſundry Mercies, exhibited 


to us by the Vertue of God's Truth, and our Faith, viz the _ 
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e God, receiv'd by the Faith of Man, and this is ſignified by thoſe 
3 ords in the roth verſe of this Pſalm. Mercy and Truth are met together: 
Dr elſe God's Righteouſneſs working Peace in Man, which is ſhew'd in 
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Thoſe divine and heavenly Embraces in the ſame verſe. wr, ms hr and 
ped Fart have kifſed each other- This internal Conſolation intimated in the 
Lay Text, is likewiſe mentioned by St. Paul to the Romans: Therefore (ſaith | 

y Of © he) bein juſtified by Faith, we have Peace with God, through our Lord Feſus 

his] ist, Cap. F. 1. And, Hope maketh not aſhamed, becauſe the Love | 
pf God is ſhed abroad in our Hearts by the Holy Ghoſt which is given | 

| ia onto us: And afterwards, For if when we were Enemies, we were reconcil d i 
| 


Co- Þ Cd by the Death of his Son; much more being reconcil'd we ſhall be ſaved 
and ) h, Life; and not only ſo, but we. alſo joy in God thro our Lord Feſus 
trife Hriſt, by whom we have now receiv'd the Atonement, ver. 10, 11. 
; .o And now having thus diſpatch'd, the ſeveral Topicks contain'd 
unto in my Premiſes, I will haſten to make ſome applicable Inference from 
[tual the whole, and ſo conclude. 
And to this end let us conſider the Peace ſpoken to our ſelves, in 
this great Nation wherein we dwell, our Deliverance not only from 
great and apparent Dangers, from an expenſive and bloody War, lf 
herein we have been actually engaged for above the ſpace of twenty = 
Years; but alſo from inteſtine Heats and Diſtractions, a Confuſion to 
both Church and State, by a ſeaſonable, happy and bleſſed Uniting of 
the ſeveral Kingdoms now comprehended by the Name of Great Britain, 
ander her moſt ſacred Majeſty, whom God grant long to reign. 
© This happy Concluſion of Peace, reſtored us now at laſt, ſeems to 
thallenge to it ſelf, that Primary, and full Accompliſhment of it in A 
Chriſt's Kingdom here on Earth, fo that we may ſay in the Words of W 
the Prophet: That the Mountain of the Houſe of the Lord ſhall be eſtabliſhed | 
the Top of the Mountains, and it ſhall be exalted above the Hills, and Ny 
ple ſhall flow into it. * The Manifeſtation of the Goſpel is ſo diffus'd ie 4. x, 
WMmongſt us, that we may further ſay with the ſame Prophet, And many 
Wations ſhall rome and Jay, come and let's go up to the Mountain of the Lord, 
4 to the Houſe of the God of Facob, and he will teach us of his Ways, and 
vil walk in his Paths; for the Law (hall) go forth out of Zion, and the 
Word of the Lord from Feruſalem. Our Reſt and Quiet makes good like- 
Wile that ver. 3. &c. And he ſhall judge among many People, and rebuke 
Dong Nations afar off, aud they ſhall beat their Swords into Plow: ſhares, and 
Spears into Pruning-Hooks : Nation ſhall not lift up Sword againſt Na- 
* neither ſhall they learn War any more, but they hall ſit every Man under 


his 


3 


| 
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t Dr. Stit- + Great and Learned: © Can the Profeſſion (will an Atheiſt ſay,) Profe 
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.Paople will walk every one in the Name of his God; and I wiſh t 


but let them not turn again to Foll 


for which we have paid ſo dear; and may the Bitterneſs of Wrath 1M 
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be now accompliſh'd that we will walk in the Name of the Lord ii 
God for ever and ever. Thus then the Text,) I will hear what God if 


Lord will ſpeak: For he will ſpeak Peace unto his People, and to bis Sain;, 7 


. Let us aot turn again to the Polly of onr Rebellion and Diſobedierc, : 


paſt; may all the Blood that was ſhed in the late War, and the Tre. 
ſure that was expended, have fully expiated our Guilt, and attoned u 
our Folly. . | ; 
Let us not turn again to, but rather turn from our Faction au 
Schiſm. We know of whom it is fpoken that they had as many Go 
as Cities. Our Sects, nay our heretical Opinions have quite outden 
the Number; for what a Train have we of Deiſts, Libertines, Anti. 
ſcripturians, Unitarians, Socinians, and I know not what, yea, men 
Atheiſts, ſuch evil Spirits as Hell can't produce the like? Yet ſic} 
we have, and there are reaſons too obvious, that we may in a great 
Meaſure be charg'd-with the Growth of it; for what greater Arg 
ments can they find; than the private Intereſis of Men under Pretene 
of Religion; the wide Paſſage, that lies between the Faith, and lives 
thoſe who pretend to be Chriſtians? ; 5 
It muſt indeed be confeſs'd, that nothing ſeems more ſtrange au 
unaccountable, than that the Practice of the unqueſtionable Duties « MW 
Chriſtianity, ſhould be put out of Countenance or ſlighted, not on 
by thoſe who own and profeſs it, but alſo by them that contend for, 
and maintain the Principles of it. And to argue in the Words of th 


« that be honourable,” whoſe Practice is not? For if the Principles be 
e true, hy are they not practis'd ? If they be not true, why are the 
„ profeſſed? But I will anſwer again, in his Words, That it is 1 
« Argumeat that there are no true Men in the World, becauſe there 
are ſo many Apes which imitate them; or that there are no Jewels 
“ becauſe there are ſo many Counterfeits. And bleſſed be God, our 
Age is not quite barren of Inſtances of real Goodneſs, and unaffectel 
% Piety; there being ſome ſuch generous Souls, as dare love Religion 
% without the Dowry of Intereſt, and manifeſt their Affections to ib 
* in the plain Dreſs of the Scriptures, without the Paint and Set: off 
<* which are added to it by the ſevgral contending Parties of the Chr. 
„ fhian World. But to return to our beloved Peace, And, 40 


% ». 


(9) | 
A theBſtabliſhment of it doth morally beget Plenty, fo let not 


our eaſe and abundance (like Brutes) tempt us to Pride and Wanton- 


neſs; leſt inſtead of Mercy we find Judgment, and inſtead of Bleſſing 
we find a Curſe. We read that a long Peace and Proſperity having 
ſamewhat corrupted the primitive Chriſtians, brought upon them the 
tenth Perſecution, and as it was the laſt, ſo the fierceſt, like the Efforts 
of a dying Enemy, that ſummoirs all his Strength to give the parting 
Blow. Thus the Almighty thought fit to purge and winnow the 
Rubbiſh and the Chaff: The Ulcer began to putriſie, and it was time 
to call tor the Knife and the Cauſtick: The Application is natural, 
and highly concerns us as ſecure as ever we are; fr if we perſiſt in the 
Evil of our Ways, our Stubborneſs and Diſobedience, our Prophaneneſs 
and Immorality, beſure God hath not ſpent all his Artillery, he hath 
more Thunderboits in ſtore for a perverſe and ſtif-necked People. The 
Demoniak in the Goſpel, being repoſſeſſed, his laſt State was worſe 
than the firſt; ſo we being brought into our right Mind again, let's not 
return to our uſual Folly. | 

No State nor Condition can pleaſe a murmering and gainſaying Peg- 
ple, no not Peace it ſelf, the greateſt Bleſſing that Heaven can beſtow, 


©K will fatisfic the lewd, corrupt and vicious Age we live in, who regard 
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nothing leſs, than that they were all liſted, or needs muſt be under 
Chriſt's Banner, the Prince of Peace, who not only hath left his Peace 
with his Subjects, John 5- but alſo hath commanded us to love one 
another, and given us ſuch ſublime Precepts, as reſiſt not Evil. Re- 
veuge not; but give Place to Wrath.. Our Warfare is Spiritual, and 


therefore we are exhorted to put on the whole Armour of God, with 


which the primitive Chriſtians ſubdued the greateſt Monarchs; and 
propagated the Religion of their Lord and Maſter. St. Petey is com- 
manded to put his Sword into his Sheath, and we are enjoy ned to love 
our Enemies, to bleſs them that curſe us, to do good to- them that 
hate us and deſpitefully uſe us. 75 

To begin a War in Caſes of Neceſſity, and upon good Grounds, is 
both warrantable and allowed by the Tenure of God's Laws and Diſ- 
cipline, but it argues, a truly Chriſtian and primitive Piety when 
Kings and Princes ſeem nat ſo tenacious of their Rights and Dignities, 


as of preſerving the Peace of Jeruſalem, of not ſpilling the Blood of 


thoſe, whom Chriſt redeemed with his own, bereave Parents of their 
| B Children, 
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pu N. | 
Child ren, make diſconſolate Wives and diſtrefſed Orphans; in a Word, 
confound Church and State, extinguiſh Juſtice, Laws and Learning. 

May we not forget how that profeſs'd Enemy of our Saviour, the 
Scourge of Chriſtians, the Rod of God's Indignation, hath not only 
overthrown thoſe glorious Countries, thoſe Churches modeliz'd by the 
bleſſed Apoſtles and their Succeſſors; but alſo cover'd them with Tar- 
tarian Darkneſs, Muhomer's Doctrine, the Alchoran Religion, and all 
this, (to our Shame be it ſpoken) through our Pride and Contention, 
ſo that (Heu quo diſcordia cives perduxit Miſeros) may be now their 
Motto. | 

I queſtion not but Peace is in the main Wiſhes of every Man, yet the 
Qualifications and Prediſpolitions neceſlary thereto, are the Care of 
very few; for it is a Bleſling that only attends the meek and humble. 
The Peace of Chriſt's Servants conſiſts in ſteady Patience, in attending 
dilligently to his Words, and in following his Directions: To pleaſe 
him muſt be our chief, our only Concern, the Fruition of him our Ul- 
timate, our only End and Deſire. 

We muſt ( if we obtain this precious Jewel) rather comply with the 
Deſires and Commands of others, than to indulge our own Inclinations; 
we muſt be humble, obedient and condeſcending in all, and every De- 
portment. It muſt be our conftant Wiſhes and Prayers, that God 
would perform his own Pleaſure, and diſpoſe of us and all our Affairs 
as to him ſeems moſt convenient : And when once we have brought 
our ſelves to this Temper and Spirit, we may be ſure we are in the 

. ready way to Peace of Mind, and true Content. 

Men might live quiet and eaſy enough, were they careful not to 
give themſelves Trouble, and forbear medling with what other Peo- 

ple do or ſay, in which they are no way concerned: And indeed, who 
would in his Wits, take Pains, and ſpend much Time, to enquire in- 
to the Affairs of Neighbours, and Strangers altogether to him; and 
ſeldom or never deſcend into his own Breaſt, that he may examine 
and underſtand himſelf ? Yet fo fooliſh and impertinent are we, that 
while we trouble our ſelves with Nations and Kingdoms, States aid 
Governments, our own chief Concerns are miſerably neglected ; that 
internal Peace which I have before demonſtrated from the Text, and 
which conſtantly attends God's Saints and People. 

But bleſſed 1s that Soul which will hear God the Lord thus ſpeaking, 
and that ſhall feel the trauſporting Comforts of his gracious Words. 
Bleſled are the Ears which, with a greedy Attention, drink in 3 
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thing; but in every thing by Prayer and Supplication with Thankſgiving, let 
Hour Requeſts be made known unto God. And the Peace of God which paſſeth 
all underſtanding ſhall keep your Hearts aud Minds, through Chri t Jeſus. 


(1%) | 


3 oft and gentle Whiſpers of his Spirit, while they continue obſtinate- 
deaf to the treacherous Inſinuations of this deluding World. Dou- 


ly bleſſed are they who hear the Sound of Truth, not only in the 


N : putward Adminiſtrations of the Word, but by the inward and fami- 
iar Communications and Motions of infuſed Grace. Bleſſed thoſe Eyes 


hich are ſhut to all Mundane Objects, and conſtantly wakeful to the 


affairs of the Soul. Bleſſed are they whoſe ſharper Sight enters deep in- 
to the ſecret and ſublime Myſteries of Heavenly Truth; purged and 
prepared by ſpiritual Meditations, and daily Exerciſe of holy Duties. 
Bleſſed indeed are they who diſengage themſelves from all tranſitory 


Hacumbrances, and have Opportunities of attending continually upon 


Cod alone. 


Let us then conſider this, (dear Souls) and ſhake off ſenſual Deſires, 


= which muſt be firſt abandoned, before we can liſten with due Reve- 

rence and Attention to thoſe things which the Lord God will ſpeak : 

and O! what comfortable Words are they! 1 am thy Peace, thy Life, John 14. 
thy Salvation, and exceeding great Reward. Come unto me, ye that are Cen. 17. 
| 3 weary and heavy laden, and I will refreſh you, Matth. 11. Set your Aﬀe- 
== tions on things above, and not on things on the Earth, Coloſſ. 3. For the 
| Ig, that are ſeen are temporal, but the things that are not ſeen are eternal, 
2 Cor. 4. What are all things here below, but dangerous and empty 
Deluſions? And what could it profit a Man to gain, tho? it were all the 
Creatures, if he be forſaken and caſt off by the Creator? In him alone 


is Pleaſure, and Bliſs, and Glory: Therefore may we let go thoſe 
cheating Shadows, and embrace the only ſubſtantial Good; bid a final 
Adieu to the Deceits of the World, and place all our Love and 
E Endeavours upon our God; for in his Service and Acceptance we ſhall 
E attain the End of our Wiſhes, the Fruit of our Labours, ſolid Satiſ- 
faction, and true Happineſs, 


| will conclude therefore in the Words of the Epiſtle for the Day. 
Rejoyce in the Lord alway, and again I ſay unto you rejoyce- Let your Mode- Phil. Cap, 


ration be known unto all Aden; for the Lord is at hand. Be careful for no- 4. 1 vg 8 
| to the EN 


of verſe 7, 
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